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PREFACE
Events in this book span from the early 1600s to the
present. During this time a new world was found, settled, and developed. This is a story about what the
generations of people who came before us have
accomplished. They established a parish community
in Harrison. They worshiped and raised their families
here. They supported and cherished their church.
What started out as a mission church, led to the
establishment of a parish church. This brief review
of how our Catholic community began and what
has been accomplished in the past 100 years
demonstrates that the Archdiocese of New York
and the universal Church played an important role
in the lives of the people of Harrison.
What is a parish? It can be described as many things:
a corporate entity; a complex physical structure of
buildings; a religious and educational institution; a
family; an administrative organization managed by a
pastor and members of the laity with assistance and
advice from lay organizations and the support of the
congregation. As a corporate structure, in the Archdiocese of
New York, a parish is incorporated under the laws of the State of New York. The
corporation includes the Archbishop, as President; the vicar general, as a member
of the board; the pastor, and two lay trustees appointed by the pastor. A parish is
created and named by the Bishop of the Archdiocese.
The story of the parish of Saint Gregory the Great can best be told through its pastors and its
congregation. It begins with the establishment in 1911 of the Parish of Saint Gregory the Great
in Harrison by Cardinal John Farley who appointed Father Edward F. O’Sullivan its first pastor.
During its first 100 years, Saint Gregory’s Church has been blessed with outstanding,
inspirational, and dedicated pastors who were ably assisted by equally capable,
dedicated, loving, and holy priests whose efforts were recognized and appreciated
by the congregation. The professional staff functions to support the clergy in the
administration of the parish, assisting the congregation and the organizations and
associations within the church family. Based in the Parish House and Parish Center,
the staff provides secretarial, reception, operations, facilities management, and many
other essential services that advance the day-to-day workings of the church. Clearly,
the work of the church cannot be done solely by the clergy and staff. We gratefully
acknowledge the many dedicated parishioners who volunteer their time, talent, and
resources to serve on parish committees, ministries, and good works. Our year of
celebration of the 100th anniversary of Saint Gregory’s Church is dedicated to all
present and past clergy, religious, staff, volunteers, and parishioners who have
made this story possible.
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Monsignor Francis McAree
April 30, 2011
My dear friends,
The volume you now read marks a milestone in
the life of our parish of St. Gregory the Great. We now
complete our one-hundredth year of service to God’s people
in Harrison through proclamation of the Word, celebration
of the sacraments and service to the community.
A Centennial provides an opportunity for reflection on the past. The pages of this book
will attempt to tell the story of St. Gregory’s as it has unfolded over the last one hundred
years. Through changing historical and societal circumstances, St. Gregory’s has maintained
its core mission of bringing the presence of Our Lord Jesus Christ into the lives of our people
primarily through the celebration of the Eucharist and many other ways, be they sacramental,
educational or social.
As you read through these pages many of you will have personal memories of the events
narrated. The story of our parish is also a story about families, the families who built our
church from 1911 forward to the families who are its life in the present day. As the church
universal is a church of living stones, so too is St. Gregory’s. It is a parish built upon the
solid rock of good Catholic family life centered on love of God and neighbor.
We give thanks to God for the many blessings he has bestowed upon us during these
one hundred years. We pray in the words of our Centennial Prayer that our faith may be
strengthened, our hope may be nourished and our love may increase as we try to live our
Catholic faith at St. Gregory’s.
May we always be God’s faithful servants in all that we do as we humbly ask for His
continued blessings upon our lives, our parish, our families, and all of our future endeavors!
May God bless you always!
Sincerely in the Lord,

Rev. Msgr. Francis J. McAree
Pastor

Rev. Paul John

Rev. James B. Teague

Rev. John Edison

April 30, 2011
Dear Friends:
Ours is a country that is built on faith in God. It is part of our national motto:
In God we trust.” As Catholics, our Church is central to our lives. Parishioners
of St. Gregory the Great Parish were blest by the concern and consideration of the
Archdiocese of New York when the Archbishop of 1911 founded this Parish in
April of that year. Beginning as a mission Church in 1902, the Harrison Catholic
community was served by priests from other parishes. By 1911 it was recognized that
this area had a growing and devout population which had earned and deserved full-time
care and attention and St. Gregory the Great Parish was established.
The Reverend Edward O’Sullivan was appointed the first Pastor and the Parish
grew in numbers. The members banded together and built the first Church, one that resembled the European country
churches familiar to them. The congregation continued to grow, and eventually outgrew that first structure. (Note:
The first church was built in 1902 to serve the Mission Church of Harrison. This church was raised in 1934 only to
accommodate the widening of Halstead Avenue. The same year, construction was begun on a relocated much larger,
more elaborate building. Construction was slow, and before it was completed it was decided that a school and convent
should come first. Masses were held in what is now called the “Lower Church Hall.” Eventually, by 1961, the upper
level was completed.
Other Pastors followed Rev. O’Sullivan. Rev. Prunty was appointed in 1918, and served for 33years; Bishop
Dargin came in 1951, and served for 20 years during which time the convent and the school were built, so the children
could be educated in their own parish. Msgr. Lonergan followed, and then Msgr. Raimondo. Msgr. Flynn arrived in
1989, to be succeeded by Msgr. McAree in 2001. The Parish has had great leaders, leading to what it is today. Each
of these men put their own stamp on the parish, and are remembered for their
actions by many of the present congregation.
Yet, it is the members of a congregation who are the heart and soul of a parish, and St. Gregory the Great
Parish has had many members who were, and are, that heart and soul. Whether as a leader or as a worker, each has
contributed to St. Gregory’s. Alter servers, flower arrangers, leaders of study groups, heads of fund raising efforts and
committee members, coaches of youth teams, leaders and members of church groups such as the Knights of Columbus
or serving on town committees – every person has contributed to making St. Gregory the Great Parish the wonderful,
welcoming, deeply religious place that it is today.
It is with great pleasure that I write this letter today in recognition of all the clergy and of all the members of this
Parish. God bless you all.

Joan B. Walsh, Supervisor and Mayor
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A Brief History of Our Parish
Introduction

Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction

th

On the 100 anniversary of Saint Gregory
the Great Roman Catholic Church, this
commemorative book offers witness to
how belief can be integrated with our
surroundings, how worship proclaims the
divine when past and present, tradition
and creativity are combined. This book
celebrates the centennial of our parish and
describes our place within the history of the
Town of Harrison, the Church of New York,
and the Universal Church. This is the story
of the roots and beginnings; the history of
our parish community. It contains a brief
biography of our patron, Saint Gregory
the Great, historical images and
photographs providing a beautiful record
of stained glass, murals, statues, and
church architecture.

Colonial America
Vicar-Apostolic of the London
District from 1607 to 1783
Mission Church of North America
Superior of the Mission John Carroll
(1784–1789)
Diocese of Baltimore
(1789–1808)
Diocese of New York
(1808 – 1850)
Archdiocese of New York
(established 1850)
Revolutionary War of Independence,
Catholics in North America were served by
the Vicar-Apostolic of the London District in
England. During the time of the American
Revolution, the Catholic role in the English
colonies was minimal, for they numbered
no more than one percent of the entire
population. The minority Catholics generally
supported the cause of independence and
fought in the revolutionary army. During the
Revolutionary War, anti-Catholic bigotry, which
had been pervasive throughout the colonial
period, virtually disappeared for the moment.

The parishioners of St. Gregory’s are
members of the Catholic Church, deeply
rooted in Sacred Scripture and Tradition.
The history of St. Gregory’s Church exemplifies
the idea that working toward fulfillment of
that mission is the responsibility of all
members of the Church. We hope that
this commemorative book will deepen
your understanding and appreciation of
the parish of St. Gregory the Great.

In 1783, when Great Britain admitted
defeat and formally recognized the
independence of the United States,
subordination to an English bishop was
neither practical nor desirable. The
American priests, who numbered no more
than two-dozen, petitioned the Holy See
to appoint one of them as their superior,
not a bishop, for fear that the appointment

Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction
The broad historical context in which the
Parish was founded can be described by
summarizing the ecclesiastical jurisdiction
of the developing Church in New York.
During the colonial period from 1607 to the
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would provoke a resurgence of
pre-revolutionary anti-Catholic bigotry.
In 1784, Rome appointed John Carroll
as Superior of the Mission Church in North
America, the canonical equivalent of
a prefect apostolic. Eventually, the
American clergy came to the conclusion
that the Church in the United States
needed an American Catholic bishop.
The Holy Father agreed and allowed the
American clergy to choose one of their
own for the post. The priests voted for
Carroll by a wide margin and Rome
approved the nomination.

imprisonment of the Pope in 1810,
prevented Bishop Concanen from
reaching America. In June 1810, Bishop
Concanen died suddenly in Naples after
making one last futile attempt to book
|passage to America. Thus, New York
never saw its first bishop.
For the next four years Pope Pius VII
remained a prisoner of Napoleon and
refused to appoint any new bishops
until he was released. From 1810 to 1815,
therefore, the Diocese of New York was
Bishops of the Archdiocese of New York
(established 1808)

On November 6, 1789, John Carroll was
appointed Bishop of Baltimore. His diocese
was coterminous with the country, which
meant that, in effect, John Carroll of
Baltimore was really New York’s first bishop.
During the nineteen years that Carroll was
the country’s sole ordinary (1789-1808), the
whole state of New York could boast of only
two parishes, St. Peter’s Church in New York
City and St. Mary’s in Albany.

Bishop Richard Luke Concanen
1808 – 1810
Bishop John Connolly
1815 - 1825
Bishop John Dubois
1826 - 1837
Archbishop John Joseph Hughes
1837 - 1864
Cardinal John McCloskey
1864 - 1885
Archbishop Michael Corrigan
1885 - 1902
Cardinal John Farley
1902 - 1918
Cardinal Patrick Hayes
1919 - 1938
Cardinal Francis J. Spellman
1939 - 1968
Cardinal Terence Cooke
1968 - 1983
Cardinal John Joseph O’Connor
1984 – 2000
Cardinal Edward M. Egan
2000 – 2009
Archbishop Timothy J. Dolan
2009 – Present

On April 8, 1808, John Carroll was
made the Archbishop of Baltimore, and
his original diocese was divided into four
suffragan sees, one of which was the
Diocese of New York. Pope Pius VII
accepted Carroll’s nominees for Boston,
Philadelphia, and Bardstown. In the case
of New York, however, the Pope appointed
as the first Bishop of New York Richard Luke
Concanen, a sixty-one year old Irish
Dominican who had lived in Rome since
1765. A series of obstacles, principally the
naval war between France and England
and Napoleon’s abduction and
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was largely an immigrant Church made
up of waves of Irish, German, and French
Catholics. Most of his flock consisted of
poor immigrants with little money to spare
for the building of the much-needed
new churches. Vocations to the
priesthood were rare. He was forced to
rely entirely on priests from Ireland, about
eighteen of whom were working in the
diocese at the time of his death in 1825.
When Bishop Connolly died on February
6, 1825, the diocese was left unfilled for
twenty-one months. Responsibility for
administrating the vacant see fell to
Connolly’s vicar general, Father John
Power, a popular, energetic and
ambitious Irish-born cleric.

deliberately left vacant. Fortunately,
Concanen had authorized Carroll to
appoint a vicar general in New York.
Carroll picked a Jesuit, Anthony
Kohlmann. Kohlmann was responsible for
the erection of New York City’s second
Catholic Church, St. Patrick’s Old
Cathedral, at Prince and Mott Streets. For
the first seven years of the Diocese of
New York, Kohlmann and three other
Jesuits engaged in parochial ministry.
In the summer of 1815, the Pope
appointed another Bishop, an elderly
Irish Dominican, John Connolly, who was
living in Rome. Bishop Connolly arrived in
New York in November 1815, weeks
before John Carroll of Baltimore died.
He inherited a chaotic missionary diocese
of 55,000 square miles. The diocese
consisted of three churches, two in New
York City and one in Albany, and six
priests. Connolly’s ten years as bishop
coincided with the construction of the
Erie Canal, which was begun in 1817
and completed in 1825. This connected
the Great Lakes with the Atlantic and
confirmed New York City’s reputation as
the premier East Coast port. The port of
New York was already handling almost
half of the country’s imports and a third
of its exports. With the completion of the
Erie Canal, the growth of New York
broke all previous records. By 1830 the
population of the city was 200,000.
During the next thirty years it quadrupled,
and by 1860 New York City contained
more people than Baltimore, Philadelphia
and Boston combined.
Bishop Connolly’s New York diocese

The Roots of
Saint Gregory’s Parish
What is now Harrison and Rye was
purchased from the indigenous people in
1660 by Peter Disbrow, Thomas Stedwell,
and John Coe of Greenwich, Connecticut.
It was a tract of land situated above
Westchester Path, between Blind Brook,
once called Mockquams River, and
extended as far north as Rye Pond. Later,
an additional purchase was made. The
owners, however, made no effort to
improve this land and it remained vacant
and uncultivated. Then, along came
John Harrison, a Quaker from Boston.
In 1695, John Harrison bought the land
from native-Americans, who apparently
had no scruples about selling the same
piece of property twice, and even three
times over. This same piece of land was
previously sold to the Disbrow group. The
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purchase consisted of a strip of territory
nine miles long, and three miles wide,
between the Blind Brook and Mamaroneck
Rivers. As you would expect, the
purchase incensed the Puritan owners
of the property. They claimed it belonged
to them, and that it was part of the whole
tract, which they called Rye. Naturally
they raised a stiff protest, threatened to
“secede” from the then Province of New
York, and asked to be annexed to
Connecticut. Consequently, Harrison’s
purchase was surveyed by order of
Colonel Fletcher, Governor of New York,
and a patent was granted by the British
Government to John Harrison.

Church for a long time. It struggled to
grow in the English colonies, whose
members disliked “papists”, or Catholics.
The Church in America began to flourish
when the Quebec Act in Canada and
the Constitution in the United States
guaranteed religious freedom.
The United States was still a young
mission country in 1789, when John Carroll
was appointed its first bishop. Bishop
Carroll’s diocese was the entire country,
which contained about 25,000 Catholics
and 24 priests. He administered it for 26
years. Under his direction, the first Catholic
College, Georgetown, was opened and
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton began the first
Catholic parish school.

The inhabitants of Rye in general, siding
with Disbrow and his associates, all of
whom were among the original settlers,
and the son and heir of one of them,
opposed the grant. They did not join
forces, however, but presented two
separate claims. The British ruling Council
rejected both, and confirmed Harrison’s
title. The exasperated losers “seceded”
in 1697. But the King’s order in Council
placed them back again within the
jurisdiction of the Province of New York.
Rye has been in New York ever since.
Harrison has been Harrison from the day of
its purchase. On March 7th, 1788 Harrison
was organized as a separate township.
But it was many years before Harrison
had a Catholic Church of its own.

From the Civil War to the 1900s, the Church
in America was concerned mostly with caring
for Catholic immigrants who poured into this
country. The Church supported the building
of schools, parishes, hospitals, orphanages,
and homes for those who were aged and
homeless. Little by little, the Church rooted
itself in this continent. Today the Church
in the United States and Canada sends
missionaries to other lands. It is concerned
about evangelization and the unselfish
care of others.
By the 1850s, there was a small
scattered group of Catholics in the
community of Harrison. Their spiritual
needs were served by Father Tom
McLoughlin, Curate of the Church of the
Blessed Sacrament in New Rochelle.
Father McLoughlin’s domain in those
days was not constrained by municipal
boundaries. Roughly, it extended from

After difficult beginnings, the Church in
North America flourished when freedom of
religion was granted. The Catholic Church
in America remained a growing pioneer
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the 1890s when Harrison Catholics were
served by priests from New Rochelle,
Mamaroneck, and Rye. Mass was said
in the old wood frame fire-house, which,
to the amusement of wits in New York
papers burned down in 1921. But as
Harrison grew, and the number of
Catholics increased, it became more
and more apparent that Harrison
should have a Mission Church of its own
... and so it happened.

Mount Vernon, New York, to Stamford,
Connecticut; with Long Island Sound on
the right, and with the hills and plains of
Westchester, stretching to the Hudson River,
on the left.
Father Tom McLoughlin rode a horse
through all seasons, weather conditions,
and travel difficulties to bring spiritual solace
and comfort to that small proportion of
Harrison’s thirteen hundred or so people,
who occupied its approximately twenty
seven square miles of territory. Isolated
territory it was, for although the New York
Haven and Hartford Railroad had pushed its
way through it about six years before, it was
not until 1870 that Harrison could boast of its
own railroad station. Therefore, horse-back
was the best mode of individual
transportation for Father McLoughlin.
The Catholics of Harrison, one of the oldest
communities in America, were dependent
for years upon the services of an itinerant
priest, with no church of their own. They
dreamed that some day this would be
changed; but that day was a long way off.
The roots of the parish reach back to

The Mission Church
One hundred twelve years after the establishment of the Town of Harrison, on
March 7, 1900, the Archbishop of New
York, Michael A. Corrigan, with his Vicar
General, Monsignor John M. Farley, who
was to succeed him as Archbishop,
executed the certificate of Incorporation
for the Roman Catholic Church of St.
Gregory the Great in Harrison, New York.
With the Archbishop on that occasion
were Father Patrick Mee, pastor of the
Church of the Resurrection in Rye, who
was to serve as the Rector of the new
church, Mr. Thomas F. Dolye and Mr.
Richard Harris, the first trustees.
It happened through the charitable
zeal of an anonymous layman who had
deposited a substantial sum of money in
the hands of Father Martin Dowling of Port
Chester. The money was to be used for
the building of small churches in the poor
missions of Westchester County. At Father
Dowling’s death, this money was placed
in the care of Father James Barry, Pastor
of the Church of the Resurrection in Rye.
Father Barry, recognizing Father Dowling’s

Harrison firehouse on Fremont Street
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Priests from Mamaroneck and Rye
continued to serve the new Mission
Church of Saint Gregory until April 30, 1911,
when its status changed and the Parish of
St. Gregory the Great was established.

A Parish is Born
Early in 1911, Cardinal Farley
appointed the Rev. Edward F. O’Sullivan
the first pastor of the new parish. Father
O’Sullivan had formerly been an assistant
in the Church of the Blessed Sacrament
in New Rochelle and later, pastor of St.
Ann’s Church, Sparkill, New York.
He brought to
his new task
great zeal and
a capacity for
hard work. He
did not know it,
but tragedy
was in his future. Not long
after coming to
Harrison, a
malignant illRev. Edward F. O’Sullivan
ness struck him.
First Pastor
He said
nothing of this illness until it could no
longer be concealed, and then he had
to take to his bed.

Certificate of Incorporation

wishes, began and finished in 1902 the
erection of a church in Harrison, which
was dedicated December 21, 1902, as
the Church of St. Gregory the Great.
This first church was built on a plot
of land on Halstead Avenue and
Featherbed Lane. The latter receiving
its picturesque title, according to some
legends, from the way snow drifted high
in the winter at its dead end, and which
looked like a featherbed. Its name was
later changed to Summer Street, and still
later to its present day, Broadway.

In 1915 those closest to him knew he
could not recover; that he would never get
out of his bed again. But because Father
O’Sullivan had much of the pioneering spirit
of Father Tom McLoughlin, he would leave
that bed, once more, on the night of June 6,
before going to his eternal reward.

The Fire

First Church of St. Gregory the Great 1902-1934
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Pastors of St. Gregory the Great Church

It was shortly after midnight. Father
O’Sullivan had been painfully trying
to sleep. Suddenly the Harrison fire
signal split the silence of the night.
Mechanically Father O’Sullivan
counted the toll. It was his church!

(established 1911)

Father Edward F. O’Sullivan
1911 - 1915
Father James Hughes
1915 – 1917
Father Patrick Carey
1917 - 1918
Father William S. Prunty
1918 - 1951
Bishop Edward Dargin
1951 - 1971
Monsignor Vincent Lonergan
1971 - 1980
Monsignor Joseph J. Raimondo
1980 - 1989
Monsignor Daniel V. Flynn
1989 - 2001
Monsignor Francis J. McAree
2001 - Present

He heard the sound of the
approaching fire apparatus, the sirens,
and the thunder of horse’s hooves. He
feared the whole church was doomed.
One thought came to him … the Sacred
Host in the Tabernacle. Clutching a
bath-robe, ill though he was, he
struggled out of bed. Painfully, every step
agony, he made his way to the Sanctuary
of the burning church. There, mindless
of the flames and smoke, he opened the
Tabernacle door, rescued the Host,
stumbled with it to a place of safety.
He would accept no congratulations on
his deed, content only that, thanks to
the valiant work of the Volunteer Fire
Department of Harrison, his church had
not burned to the ground. Less than
four months later, on October 22, 1915,
Father O’Sullivan was dead.

burlap. Father Hughes planned that some
day, when his health was better he would
have the whole interior renovated. But
the day never came for him, for on
January 14, 1917, he was called to the
arms of his Eternal Father.

Tragedy Takes It’s Toll
Nor did it come during the administration
of the Rev. Patrick Carey, who succeeded
Father Hughes. Shortly after his arrival in
1917, Father Carey was appointed as a
U.S. Army
Chaplain. He
was sent from
the parish to
Hot Springs,
Arizona, where
he died in an
army camp
on April 10,
1918. Tragedy
was still taking
Rev. Patrick Carey
a toll.
3rd Pastor

Father O’Sullivan was succeeded by
the Rev. James Hughes who also came
from the Church of the Blessed Sacrament
in New Rochelle. Father Hughes took over
a parish that mourned a beloved pastor.
He took over a church, the interior of
which had been badly destroyed. Swift
temporary repairs had been made, but
everyone knew they were make-shift.
The scarred ceiling and the badly burned
Sanctuary were covered with strips of
14

Subsequently, the Rev. William S. Prunty
was made Pastor of the Church of Saint
Gregory the Great by Cardinal Farley.
Father Prunty arrived in Harrison March
24, 1918.

was so. And then, even as Father Tom
McLoughlin had set out in a winter storm
that long-ago day to serve God and the
people of Harrison, so did he. He set about
having the little Gothic Church renovated
and restored. He called in workmen.
He gave orders. He was here, and there,
and everywhere. The work went on
steadily. In an incredibly short time it was
finished. Less than seven months from the
time Father Prunty had become pastor,
the Church of Saint Gregory the Great
had been completely restored. Its interior
was a perfect replica of a European
country church of the fifteenth century,
before Columbus came to America.

Like Fathers Hughes and Carey,
Father Prunty came to a bereaved
parish and a gutted church. He came
with a great knowledge of languages,
and a great
understanding of
people. These
qualities were of
invaluable worth
in a community
where there
were many
nationalities,
each with their
own languages.
He came with
Rev. William S. Prunty
4th Pastor
a deeply
ingrained tradition that had marked the
works of priests who had served Harrison
from the earliest days. He came with
humility and a deep love of beauty. He
believed that the Temple of God, no
matter how small, no matter how
obscure, should be a temple of sanctity
and beauty unmarred by any scar that
man could cause. A verse he often
quoted is, “Lord I have loved the beauty
of Thy House and the place where
Thy Glory dwelleth.”

A high Rood screen stood between
the body of the church and the Sanctuary.
The decorations were medieval. The entire

The burlap coverings of the burned
portions of St. Gregory’s Church pained
him, as he knew they must be of pain to
the Divine Master. It hurt him that all this

High Rood Screen in First Church
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renovation was devotional and beautiful,
and the subject of much praise. People
came from far and near to admire its
simple loveliness. Aside from that, it had a
particularly warm spot in the hearts of the
people of Harrison. Much of the exterior
stone was obtained from neighborhood
quarries. The cost of renovating the little
church was considerable. However by
1920, through Father Prunty’s own tireless
efforts, the loyalty and generosity of the
laity, and insurance compensation on the
loss from the fire, Father Prunty was able
to announce to his parishioners that this
amount had been paid in full.

Disappointment

the Great stood in the way. It would
have to be torn down. Father Prunty,
whose public spirit has always been
one of his outstanding qualities, agreed.
But it was a bitter pill not only for him to
swallow, but for the congregation,
who loved their little church. There was
nothing, however, that could be done.
The road had to be widened. And so
the authentic replica of a European
Fifteenth Century country church was
razed on July 2, 1934. What hurt some
of the older members of the parish, as
much as anything else, was the thought
of what would happen to the stones in
the old building, some of which had
been quarried by their own hands.

Then, by rights, there should have
been fair weather ahead. For a while
there was. But in 1932, a blow fell.
Westchester County authorities decided
that Halstead Avenue would have to be
widened. The Church of Saint Gregory

“We are going to build a new
church,” Father Prunty assured them.
“And in the new church those stones will
be used.” They were comforted. And
Father Prunty kept his promise. During
July 1934 the foundations of the new

Foundation construction for the second church, 1934
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Lower Church from Broadway and Fremont, 1934

Lower Church from Halstead Avenue, 1934

Construction for the second church, 1934
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Rectory and Church front from Halstead Avenue, 1934

church were begun using the stones
from the original church. Work on
the building proceeded as rapidly as
possible, and as far as the finances of
the parish could prudently allow.

services were conducted in the Harrison
American Legion Hall, the use of which
was donated to Father Prunty and the
parish by Harrison’s Town Government.

Plans for the new church called for an
upper and lower church of Romanesque
architecture with accommodations for
future growth. However, in 1934 Father
Prunty believed that the construction of
the upper church should be deferred to
a later day, when sufficient funds had
been raised for the purpose.

In October 1935, the lower church
was blessed by Bishop Stephen
Donahue, representing Cardinal Hayes.
Now, Catholic residents of Harrison could
attend their own religious services. They
could go to Mass on Sundays, holy days,
and some, every day. As the parish
developed, the Rev. Raymond A.
O’Connor, and the Rev. Joseph C. Krug
were assigned to assist Father Prunty at
Saint Gregory’s Church. Every Monday
the congregation would crowd into the
lower church to attend the Novena to
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal
conducted by Father Prunty’s two able
assistants. Still, they looked forward to
the day when the upper church would
be completed. This would be a new
temple to the greater glory of God.

From July 1934 to the last Sunday in
May 1935, when, to the rejoicing of the
parish, the lower church was ready,

Saint Gregory’s Church has been
blessed with many dedicated priests who
ably assisted the pastor and people.

Father Prunty was a man of
considerable wit and good humor.
When speaking to his parishioners about
financial matters he would remind them
of the tradition of the Indians hunting buffalo. He observed that if the Indians and
buffalo could get off the pennies and
nickels he was getting in the collections;
it would be extremely difficult to get
across Halstead Avenue.

Lower church functions 1935-1961
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the Westchester Country Club and its
environs. The people living within those
limits, as well as elsewhere, realized that
the need of a completed church in
Harrison was more urgent than ever
before. Their hope was not denied
them. Father Prunty had the spirit and
determination of the old pioneer priests.
He and the people of Harrison did not
want to fail old Father Tom McLoughlin.

Parochial Vicars of
St. Gregory the Great Church
Rev. Joseph C. Krug 1930 – 1938
Rev. Raymond A. O’Connor 1933 – 1942
Rev. Charles J. Vecchini 1940 – 1941
Rev. J. D’Ascoli 1942
Rev. Leo Laffin 1942 – 1964
Rev. J. J. Burris 1942 – 1943
Rev. Gerard Green 1943 – 1957
Rev. John Frawley 1945 – 1946
Rev. Peter E. McNulty 1946 – 1956
Rev. Leonard DiFalco 1954 – 1971
Rev. John J. Cunniffe 1956 – 1963
Rev. William E. Williams 1964 – 1985
Rev. Edward A. McKaharay 1964 – 1969
Rev. Joseph G. Sexton 1971 – 1982
Rev. Joseph Fernandez, S.D.B. 1980 – 1981
Rev. George C. Lodi 1982 – 1986
Rev. Richard Carbo 1982
Rev. Lawrence V. McDonnell, C.S.P. 1983 – 1984
Rev. Vincent T. Taglienti 1985 – 1987
Rev. Joseph Piedmont, OFM 1987
Rev. Lawrence M. Paolicelli 1987 – 1992
Rev. Thomas P. Kiely 1991 – 1995
Rev. Joseph V. Mathew, CMI 1991 – 1995 (India)
Rev. Guy Vinci 1995 – 2001
Rev. Philip J. Gagliano 1996 – 1997
Rev. Paul John 1997 – 2002, 2007 – Present (India)
Rev. Maria Antony 2002 – 2007 (India)
Rev. Tomislav Mlakic 2006 – 2010 (Bosnia)
Rev. James B. Teague 2009 – Present
Rev. John Edison 2010 – Present (India)

Father Krug and Father O’Connor left
Saint Gregory’s, the former assigned to
the new Archbishop Stepinac High
School in White Plains, and the latter
entering the Navy as a Chaplain. Their
posts were taken by Fathers Laffin and
McNulty. Father Prunty was not to see
his dream of the completion of the
upper church realized. He died in 1951.
Cardinal Spellman appointed
Monsignor Edward Dargin as his
successor. Soon after his installation as
pastor, Monsignor Dargin started a
fund-raising project to build a parish
school and convent. It was not until 1961
that the upper church became a reality.
The church located on Halstead
Avenue was built in two phases. From
1934 to 1961, Mass and the sacraments
were conducted in the lower church.
In 1961 the upper church was
completed and the lower church used
for parish council meetings, assemblies,
and special parish functions. The lower
church was again used in 2006 during
the upper church renovation.

The Dream
The day was a long time in coming.
For the limits of the parish included all
the town of Harrison as far as the
Hutchinson River Parkway. It extended
from the homes of the poor to the more
imposing residences that comprise
19

Bishop Edward Dargin
5th Pastor

Upper church consttruction for the second church, 1959
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Completed church present day.

In between the construction of the upper
and lower churches, the parish school was
built under the guidance of Monsignor Dargin.
In the same year, Monsignor Dargin was
elevated to the office of Bishop by Cardinal
Spellman. Father Leonard DiFalco was then
assigned to Saint Gregory’s. Father Cunniffe
came on the staff in 1956 and served until
1962, when he was assigned to duty in the
Army as Chaplain.
In 1959, Pierluigi Sampietro was
recommended by Bishop Joseph Pernicone
to Bishop Edward Dargin for the position of
organist and choir director at Saint Gregory’s.
At that time, Professor Sampietro was organist
and choir director of the church of Our Lady

of Mount Carmel in Manhattan. Pierluigi and
his wife went to the Rectory and met Father
Laffin who took them to the Lower Church
and showed them the beautiful organ
which was a Moller Company organ with
two manuels. For a choir organ, it is a top
notch organ with great possibilities. The
Professor played with full life. Very much
impressed, Father Laffin asked him, “How
can I call you? I will call you “Professor.”
The name stayed on. Father Laffin then
said “You have to see the bishop.”
The Professor recalls that Bishop Dargin
said, “You are very well recommended.
Do you intend to stay here or be here for
a couple of months and move like a
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and English. The Professor was the first to
introduce a few pieces in Gregorian
chant. In pre-Vatican II days, funeral
masses typically had Gregorian music
which is an option even today despite
the change over to mostly English hymns.
The choir also sings Palaestrina, which
is renaissance music. The Professor
considers Saint Gregory’s Choir to be one
of the best in New York State.

A School and Convent
Choir loft and organ

gypsy, as musicians are? If you intend to
stay here, I intend to put up a new
organ.” Agreement was reached and
St. Gregory’s Church had a new organist
and choir director. True to his word, the
Professor and his wife stayed in Harrison.
A new Moller Company full organ was
built in 1961 for the upper Church with right
and left pipes and three manuels. There
was a proposal to put bells in the organ but
the cost was so exorbitant that the project
was abandoned. In those days, a church
organ would cost $45,000 to $50,000. The
present estimate for replacement cost may
be in the range of $300,000 to $500,000.
The choir initially consisted of 5 or 6
people. For the most part, parishioners
were accustomed to listen to church
music. The Professor struggled to recruit,
encourage, and train people to sing.
Over the years choir membership has
ranged from 20 to 60 members. There
are women and men sopranos, altos,
tenors, and bass. The choir sings in Latin
22

The parish school located at Broadway
and Harrison Avenue was built in 1953.
Sister Josita of the Sisters of Charity served
as the first Principal. The Sisters who served
as Principals of the school following Sister
Josita were: Sisters Perpetua, Thomas,
Amy, and Delores. The school opened
with a kindergarten, first grade, and
second grade classes. Eventually, the
school developed into a kindergarten
through eighth grade elementary school.
Those initial second graders became
the first graduating class in 1959.

The convent on Fremont Street

enrolled in the religious education program for parish children attending local
public schools. In 1987, Sister Mary John
resigned to accept another assignment
and Ms. Maria Gaudelli, a teacher at
Saint Gregory’s school, was appointed
Principal. In June 1995, Ms. Gaudelli left
the position and Debra A. Trignani was
appointed Principal.

The convent on Fremont Street was
dedicated in 1954 and served as a home
to the Sisters of Charity until 1981 when the
administration of the school was passed
to the Ursuline sisters of Tildonk. Following
the transition, the convent was no longer
used for housing the sisters. The former
convent served as the parish’s religious
education center, RCIA, bible study and
meeting rooms for various parish ministries.

For many years the parish school and
convent were an integral part of community
life. The children received excellent
academic training along with a solid
foundation in the faith and their Catholic
heritage. Many students went on to
successfully graduate from various parochial
high schools in the Sound Shore Area.

In September 1981, the Sisters of
Charity transferred the responsibility for
the school to the Ursuline Sisters. Sister
Mary John O’Rourke assumed the post
of Principal. Sisters Eileen Gallagher and
Virginia Greaves, also Ursuline Sisters,
arrived with her to care for the children

“Preach the Gospel daily … use words if necessary.”
~ St. Gregory the Great, 585 A.D.

School of Saint Gregory the Great on Broadway, 1953
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The Second Vatican Council

Cardinal
Cooke then
appointed
Monsignor
Joseph J.
Raimondo
as pastor.
Monsignor
Raimondo
previously
served as an
Army Chaplain Rev. Msgr. Vincent Lonergan
6th Pastor
in World War II
and was pastor of St. Clare of Assisi in the
Bronx at the time of appointment. Serving
as Saint Gregory’s first Italian-American
pastor, Monsignor Raimondo lost no time in
continuing the efforts of the former pastor in
putting into action the spirit of the Second
Vatican Council.

The Second Vatican Council met in
four sessions between 1962 and 1965.
Through a number of documents, such as
the Constitution on the Church in the
Modern World, the Council emphasized the
strong connection between the Church
and the social concerns of the world.
Catholics who were shaken and confused
by changes in the Church did not need to
fear. The Church of today is the Church of
the first century, graced with the wisdom
of 2,000 years. Although the Church has
changed over the centuries, everything
central to the faith has remained constant.
The Church meets the challenge of the
modern world. Saint Paul summed up
this idea with the following:
I have become all things to all, to save at
least some. All this I do for the sake of the
gospel, so that I too may have a share in it.
~ 1 Corinthians 9:22-23

Updating the liturgy became his first
concern. After weeks of orientation on the
need to bring the people closer to the
priests in the celebration of the Eucharist,
the main altar was moved closer to the
congregation and some of the altar rail
was removed to make easier access for
Communion.
The chapel of
the Sacred
Heart became
the altar of
reservation.
The Baptistry
near the rear of
the church was
converted into
a room of

In the years following the Council, St.
Gregory’s parishioners would observe
some visible changes that involved the
new liturgy of the Mass and new
arrangement of the sanctuary.
These changes developed over a period
of time as the decisions of Vatican II
began to be implemented throughout
the Archdiocese of New York.
Bishop Dargin retired in 1971 and
was succeeded by Monsignor Vincent
Lonergan, a former chaplain in the
U.S. Navy. Monsignor Lonergan died
suddenly in February 1980.

Rev. Msgr. Joseph J. Raimondo
7th Pastor
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challenge of making major repairs to the
parish physical plant. Suddenly, everything
was breaking down or wearing out. A series
of crises arose involving the need to replace
or repair heating units, roofs, lighting, church
organ, the school roof and parking lot.
These problems exacerbated an already
difficult trend. The parish was operating at
near deficit levels. It was surviving by
dipping into a small contingency fund,
which quickly ran out. Funds for these
emerging and necessary repairs were
made available through the generosity of
Saint Gregory’s parishioners during the
successful Parish Campaign of 1992. With
the infusion of much needed funds from
the pledge campaign, the highest priority
infrastructure repairs were made to the
church, rectory, school, and convent.
However, the financial outlook of the parish
continued to trend in the wrong direction.
Increases in energy costs and operating
expenses continued to outpace income.
Meanwhile, building components continued
to reach the normal end of useful life.

Reconciliation for face-to-face confession.
The Baptismal Font was moved to the front
of the church near the main altar.
To increase lay participation in the
growth of the parish, a Parish Council was
formed under Monsignor Raimondo’s
leadership. After two years of study and
orientation, extraordinary ministers of the
Eucharist and lectors were established.

In Recent
Years
In 1989,
Monsignor
Raimondo
reached the
mandatory
retirement age
and Cardinal
O’Connor
appointed
Rev. Msgr. Daniel V. Flynn
Monsignor
8th Pastor
Daniel V. Flynn
as Pastor. Previously, Monsignor Flynn
served as a Professor for 23 years at
St. Joseph’s Seminary in Yonkers. He held
the position of Academic Dean when he
left the seminary for his assignment as
Pastor of Saint John the Baptist Church
in Yonkers.

Monsignor Francis J. McAree,
succeeded
Monsignor Flynn
upon his
retirement
in 2001.
Monsignor
McAree was
formerly the
Rector at
St. Joseph’s
Seminary in
Yonkers.
Rev. Msgr. Francis J. McAree

In his new duties at St. Gregory’s
Church, Monsignor Flynn was able to rely
on Monsignor Raimondo who stayed on
as Senior Priest for several years before
his death in 2006.
In his third year at St. Gregory’s,
Monsignor Flynn was faced with the

9th Pastor
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Similarly, the former convent has been
rededicated as a Parish House for the
administrative needs of the Church. The
Parish House continues to house RCIA,
adult bible study, and provides meeting
space for various parish ministries.

He too benefited from the experience and
assistance of Monsignor Raimondo and
Monsignor Flynn who both stayed on as
Senior Priests.
Again, financial challenges continued
to mount. Due to low enrollment and
increased operating costs, the parish
school was causing the parish to seek
loans from the Archdiocese in order to
keep the school open. Every effort was
made to increase school funding and
enrollment. Everyone recognized that
the school had been a valuable part of
parish life for many years. Families who
sent their children to St. Gregory’s School
sacrificed a great deal to help their
children receive a quality education in
the Catholic tradition. These same
families were actively involved in every
aspect of parish life. In recognition of
economic realities, and after a great
deal of anguish, Monsignor McAree, in
conjunction with the Archdiocese, had
no choice but to close the school.
The last graduating class received their
diplomas in 2002.
The school building has been
rededicated as a Parish Center for an
expanded religious education program,
a family catechesis program, and a
very successful early childhood
education program. All three programs
are administered by the former school
Principal, Ms. Maria Gaudelli. The
building is also used for CYO programs,
assemblies, and special parish functions.
Under Ms. Gaudelli’s able direction the
Parish Center maintains a high utilization
rate providing essential parish services.

Lower church temporarily used for services
during renovations of 2006
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Monsignor McAree made certain
modifications to the church itself.
This involved bringing the place of
reservation back into the sanctuary,
restoring the baptismal font location to
the front of the sanctuary, upgrading
lighting and electrical systems, and
cleaning the ceilings, walls, and floors of
the church interior.
Under Monsignor McAree’s
guidance, a Capital Campaign was
developed with the cooperation of the
Parish Council. The Capital Campaign
of 2003–2006 was called “Rebuilding
St. Gregory’s Together.” The campaign’s
goal was primarily to renew the church
interior and to make necessary capital
improvement to the parish’s physical
plant. Parishioners once again
responded with great generosity by
raising sufficient funds to perform the
most urgent repairs and upgrades, even
providing a sufficient surplus to establish
a contingency fund for future repairs
and renovations. The renovations and
restoration of the Church’s interior were
completed in 2006.

Upper church interior
renovations, 2006
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Dedication Ceremony for
St. Gregory’s School, 1953
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Service To
Community
and To
Church
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Service To Community and To Church
Saint Gregory the Great Church serves the Catholic community in Harrison,
providing a deeper love and respect for God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the
Holy Spirit among men, women, and children of our parish. Parishioners have
also served their community in a great number of capacities including Mayor,
Councilman/Trustee, Judge, Tax Assessor, Planning and Zoning Board Member,
Recreation Coordinator, Board of Education Member, Fire Chief and Volunteers,
Police Chief and Officers, Meal-on-Wheels Volunteers, Youth Sports Coaches,
and many other community activities and programs.
Our principal ministries include, but are not limited to the following.
Christmas giving tree; and, youth service
projects. These projects, among other
activities, commit us to do good things to
help others in the world around us.

Our Worship Ministry covers daily
and Sunday mass, holy days of obligation
and special feast days. It includes our
liturgy, and our efforts to involve children,
teens, and families in worship. It covers
those moments when we meet for the
Eucharist on joyous occasions such as
baptisms and weddings, and sorrowful
ones such as funerals and memorial
services.

Our Fellowship Ministry brings us
together as Catholics to enjoy each
other’s friendship and to strengthen
ourselves as a parish community.
Special events such a Parish breakfasts,
luncheons, annual Dinner Dance,
carnivals, parish sponsored trips to shows,
shrines, and area attractions, and sports
programs for the CYO are all examples
of activities that bring us together as one
community. We work together as a Saint
Gregory Parish Family because we are
one Catholic community – comprised
of young and old, people of different
demographics and resources, but one
in commitment to our belief in our faith
and our church. We work together as
a family to improve our parish and the
community around us.

Our Education Ministry covers
Catholic education provided through
the Early Childhood Education Program,
CCD classes for our elementary age
children, a family catechesis program,
High School Youth group activities, and
programs for Catholic adults including
bible study and the Rite of Christian
Initiation for Adults (RCIA).

Our Service Ministry urges us to imitate
the life of Christ by serving others in need.
Our parish conducts and supports: blood
drives; clothing drives; food drives;
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Some activities and organizations that fulfill the goals of these ministries include the following.

Parish Council

Finance Committee

This is a consultative board of lay
people working with the Pastor toward
shared responsibility and ministry in the
parish. The Council discerns the needs
of the parish and then suggests policies
regarding liturgy, spirituality, finances,
religious education and social functions
for the parish. The Council is comprised
of the Pastor, a Chairperson,
Vice-Chairperson, Secretary, appointed
members, and ex-officio members,
i.e., Director of Religious Education
and other selected lay persons.

The Code of Canon Law requires that
each parish have a Finance Committee
whose duty it is to aid the pastor in the
financial administration of the parish.
This includes review of the parish
finances, aid in the preparation of
the annual parish budget, overseeing
maintenance and repairs, and
evaluating future programs for raising
funds. The finance committee meets
periodically.

The Parish Council advises the Pastor
on parish matters which include, but
are not limited to: planning, activities,
faith-sharing, outreach, communication,
community-building, fellowship, finance,
religious education, vocations, and
evangelization. The Council is divided
into committees such as executive,
spiritual life and liturgy, education and
formation, social ministry, parish life,
and fund raising. Committees include
parishioners who are not members of the
Council. Saint Gregory’s Parish Council
has about 13 appointed members and
about 8 members who serve ex-officio.
The appointed members serve three
year terms and ex-officio members serve
by virtue of their official staff position
within the parish. The Parish Council
meets on the third Tuesday of each
month at 7:30 p.m. in the Lower Church.

The Vicariate Council is one of the
primary consultative bodies in the
Archdiocese. It is composed of 19 areas of
the Archdiocese called Vicariates.
St. Gregory is in the Central Westchester
Vicariate which consists of 32 parishes.
Two representatives from each parish are
members of the Vicariate Council. It is
made up of the Episcopal Vicar appointed
by the Archbishop, the Director of Parish
Councils for the Archdiocese, and a
Chairperson selected from among the
parish representatives. The Vicariate
Council is the liaison between our parish,
other parishes in Central Westchester and
the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council (APC)
presided over by the Archbishop.
Members discuss general church matters
and concerns in the Archdiocese, the
APC and in their local parishes and report
back to the Pastor and the Parish Council.

Vicariate Council of
Central Westchester
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Ushers

Liturgy Committee

Ushers welcome those who come to
the church and they are in charge of
the proper order at Mass. They take
up the collection and care for any
emergency that may occur during the
Mass. Any person sixteen years and
older is welcome to join. This important
ministry strengthens the bond of
community in the “Body of Christ.”

The Liturgy Committee meets periodically
to formulate plans for special liturgical
events and to discuss overall plans for the
liturgical and spiritual life of the parish.

Music Ministry
All are invited to become music ministers
and offer their gifts to the assembly in
the following ways:
Contemporary Choir - Open to all
from junior high school through
adults. Meetings and rehearsals are
held twice a month in the Church in
preparation for the 10:00 a.m. Mass
each Sunday. Anyone who can
sing or play an appropriate musical
instrument is welcome to join.
Junior Choir - Open to children in
kindergarten through 8th grade.
Rehearsals in preparation for singing
are held once a month on the Friday
evening preceding the Family Mass
at 10:00 a.m. on the third Sunday of
each month. No special voice is
required; it is for any child who enjoys
singing the praises of God.
St. Gregory Choir - Open to all adult
members of the congregation. They
meet for rehearsal once a week in
the evening in the Church under the
leadership of Professor Pierluigi
Sampietro and sing each Sunday at
the 11:30 a.m. Mass and at special
liturgies and celebrations throughout
the year.

Altar Servers
Boys and girls of our parish may become
altar servers in the fourth grade, and serve
both priest and the congregation. They
provide a strong witness to all those
present. In their devotion to the Eucharist,
they serve at weddings, funerals, Sunday
Mass, and special services such as
Benediction, Stations of the Cross,
Confirmation, and First Communion.

Lectors
Lectors lead us in the Word of God
by proclaiming the various Scripture
readings to the Community. The task
of proclaiming the Scriptures is an
ancient and important ministry in the
Church. Any qualified parishioner can
become a Lector for Mass. Husband
and wife teams and young persons
are encouraged to participate in
this liturgical ministry. A Lector reads
the first two readings and, usually,
the Responsorial Psalm after the
First Reading.
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Special Ministers of the Eucharist

serve as catechetical instructors and
communicate God’s love to the children
of our parish, by proclaiming the good
news of Jesus Christ.

The service of the Eucharistic Minister
is twofold: to share the Body and Blood
of Christ with those who are gathered for
Mass; and, to bring Christ to those who
are not able to attend Mass - the sick
and homebound. Eucharistic Ministers
bring Holy Communion to homebound
persons if a request is made so that the
person may realize his or her union with
the whole Church. In sharing the
Eucharist with others, the Eucharistic
Ministers realize that it is not only Christ
they are sharing, but also themselves.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA)
The RCIA is the process through which
the church welcomes and instructs new
members. This process is designed for
adults who wish to be fully initiated into
the Catholic Church through the
sacraments of initiation: Baptism
(or profession of faith for those already
baptized); Confirmation; and,
First Eucharist. Candidates may be
un-baptized adults, baptized adults (those
validly baptized in another Christian
denomination) who wish to join the
Catholic Church, or baptized Catholic
adults who now want to complete their
sacramental initiation into the Church by
receiving the sacraments of Confirmation
and/or First Eucharist. Classes meet every
Tuesday evening. Please call the Pastor to
register or for more information.

Religious Education
The Parish of St. Gregory the Great
looks upon religious education as a total
parish experience, involving not just the
child, but also the parents, families,
catechists and priests, that form our
parish community of faith. Our parish
believes that religious education is
getting to know Jesus and learning what
is expected of those who choose to
follow Him as Catholics.

Bible Study

The Religious Education Program of
St. Gregory the Great reflects an
integrated learning experience
composed of catechesis, prayer,
sacramental preparation, traditional
Catholic doctrine, biblical studies, liturgy,
community building and other dimensions
of vibrant church life. Through the light
of faith, we hope to develop in those
entrusted to our care, a deeper
relationship with God. Parish volunteers

The reading and studying of the Bible
are vital for an authentic Christian life,
for in the Bible, God “meets his children
with great love and speaks to them.”
The Bible Study Group generally meets
on Wednesday evening in the Parish
House for a discussion of the Scripture
and its message to the daily lives of the
participants.
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Pre-Baptismal Preparation

Bereavement Support Ministry

Baptism is truly the most precious
gift children receive as they come into
the world to begin their life’s journey.
It initiates them into the life of the Spirit,
union with Christ, and membership in
God’s family, the Church. It also frees
them from Original Sin.

This ministry is to help anyone who has
lost a loved one. It provides an atmosphere where you will find others who are
also grieving ... who would understand. It
is an opportunity for you to ask questions,
for others to listen to you if you care to
share, and for you to listen to helpful ideas
from those who have also lost a loved one.
You will realize that others are also experiencing anger, loneliness or depression
never felt to such depth before. There is
time for informal conversation. Support,
encouragement, friendship, and hope
are offered. Please call the Parish House if
help is needed.

The Parish of St. Gregory the Great
conducts a one-session Pre-Baptismal
Preparation instruction to help parents
prepare for and celebrate the Baptism
of their child in a joyful and meaningful
way. Through a process of prayer,
reflection and discussion this session
explores the theology of Baptism, the
history of Baptism, the signs and
symbolism of Baptism, and the rite of
Baptism.

Knight’s of Columbus - Harrison
The Knights of Columbus, Father Edward
F. O’Sullivan Council #2579, is composed of
men 18 years of age and older. New
members are progressed through the 1st,
2nd, and 3rd Degrees to full membership.
The Council Hall is located at Halstead
Avenue and West Street in Harrison.

Arrangements for the Baptism of
children should be made at the Parish
House with our parish priests.
Pre-Baptismal instruction arrangements
should be made by calling the Director
of Religious Education at the Parish
Center. Godparents are cordially invited
and encouraged to attend this session
as well.

The Council supports many charities,
including their annual scholarship, Rosary
Hill, phone bills for Pregnancy Life Call,
priests in foreign countries who have served
St. Gregory’s, the Harrison Beautification
Program, Harrison Council for the Arts and
others. They entertain any request for a
donation to your choice of a charity. Social
activities are the installation of Officers’
dinner, Annual Christmas dinner, Children’s
Christmas party, testimonials for one of their
senior members, dinners for special
occasions (St. Patrick, etc.)

Annual Archdiocesean Appeal
Each parish of the Archdiocese is
asked to raise a designated amount of
money (through gifts or pledges) for the
pastoral, educational, and charitable
works of the whole Archdiocese. The
Annual Appeal usually takes place in
the spring.
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director working through the Holy Spirit
to evangelize in bringing non-practicing
Catholics back to the church.

Columbiettes
Columbiettes Council #2579 is the
woman’s auxiliary of the Knights of
Columbus. New members progress
through the first degree and major
degrees to full membership. They support
local charities including: transcription for
the blind, Rosary Hill, senior citizen and
boy’s club activities and contribute to
the needy at Thanksgiving. They are
also involved in hosting various parish
functions and help support the parish.

Members meet once a week to pray.
Members give at least two hours a week
for works of the Legion. Members go in
pairs to bring comfort to the sick, handicapped, nursing home residents and
hospital patients. They pray with them,
administer the Eucharist and are always
ready to teach the rosary, distribute
spiritual literature, books, and religious
articles. The Legion of Mary is the
extension of the heart and hands of
the Pastor.

Inter-Congregational Layman’s
Committee (ICLC)
The Inter-Congregational Layman’s
Committee promotes cooperation
among the participating religious
denominations in Harrison and
coordinates inter-congregational
programs to support this effort.

Third Order of Saint Francis
This is a Secular Lay order of
Franciscans, who, under the guidance of a
Spiritual Assistant, strive to live the gospel
in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi. They
come from all walks of life, married,
single or widowed, laborers, professionals,
housewives, executives, etc. - all who
want to grow in their relationship with
Christ. Franciscans meet monthly, on the
2nd Tuesday of every month in the Lower
Church, to replenish themselves spiritually
and study God’s way. They learn to
improve their prayer life, sacramental life,
devotional life and their relationship with
others. The world is their arena of activity.
Franciscans reach out to people in need.
They volunteer their services in parochial
and community areas and promote family
life, youth activities and spiritual guidance.

Rosary Altar Society
The Rosary Altar Society meets monthly
in the Parish House and starts with the
Rosary. The Society’s purpose is to
encourage praying the rosary daily and
increase devotion to Our Lady. A team
of ladies clean and decorate the church
weekly and prepare special cloths,
candles and vestments for church
services. Once a year they raise money
for altar accessories and for the less
fortunate.

Legion of Mary
The Legion of Mary is a worldwide
apostolic organization of spiritually
disciplined lay Catholics with a spiritual
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Youth Ministry

CYO Basketball

The Youth Ministry in our parish is
geared for high school teenagers from
our parish and includes: catechesis,
communal service, prayer and liturgy,
and social opportunities to build healthy
peer relationships. Our parish has a
Youth Minister who is trained in Catholic
youth evangelization. The youth minister
coordinates the program with a parish
core team of adults and teens.

St. Gregory’s basketball program is for
grades 3 through High School (boys and
girls) and runs on Saturdays and Sundays
from mid-November through mid-March.
The teams compete on an intramural
level with neighboring parishes and also
enter tournaments. The children are
instructed by a dedicated group of
parish and parental volunteers who
teach and guide them in the principles
of good sportsmanship. Emphasis is on
playing as a team and having fun.

The goals and attributes of the
Youth Ministry are the following: spiritual
development, social activities, outreach,
education, liturgy, family retreat
opportunities, recreation, and fun. This
program offers teenagers a well defined
role in all aspects of service to the
Church, and also provides them with
many opportunities to broaden their
leadership skills. The Youth Ministry meets
on Sunday nights at the Parish House.

Welcome Committee
This Committee was formed to
welcome new parishioners, thus
enabling them to meet their new parish
family. A Mass is scheduled once a
year, followed by a reception in the
Lower Church. Volunteers are always
welcome.

CYO Prayer
Lord, let all gathered here today know that we do so in
your name; allow us to understand the true meaning
of participation in this CYO activity. Make us aware of
our responsibility to all concerned so we may grow
and develop in the full reality of Christian formations.
Grant us a personal acceptance of the dignity of all
individuals. Above all, let us in all things, demonstrate
a spirit of love and respect for all.
Amen
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Introduction to
Church Architecture

that makes present to us the realities of
heaven and earth at the end of time.
The church building, with its liturgical art,
tells us in a way that nothing else can,
what heaven looks like, who is there, and
what the nature of redeemed creation
might be like. It gives us a “foretaste” of
the realities by way of image. This is the
task of all sacramental things, the liturgical arts not excepted. Liturgical art and
architecture are themselves part of the
rite, not merely a neutral setting for the
liturgical action. Pope John Paul II wrote
in 1999 in his Letter to Artists that beauty
makes us enthusiastic for the work of
prayer, and prayer raises us up to God.

People are the living stones of the
earthly Church. However, the documents of the Second Vatican Council
remind us that the Sacred Liturgy is an
exercise of the priestly office of Jesus
Christ, head, and members. The job of
liturgical art and architecture is to make
a building that not only serves the needs
of the earthly congregation, but also
allows them, through the use of sacred
images, to “see” the full community of
the liturgy: angels, saints, the Trinity, and
even the souls in purgatory. (SC 7,8)
Church architecture is, therefore,
intimately bound to the teaching of the
Church and the traditions handed on
from generation to generation. The
Catechism of the Catholic Church
teaches that church buildings are “not
simply gathering places, but signify and
make visible the Church living in this
place, the dwelling of God with men
reconciled and united in Christ” (CCC,
1180). St. Gregory’s church displays a
rich layering of meanings including
the relationship between Word and
Eucharist, and among priests, rite, and
people. St. Gregory’s was designed not
only to meet the physical requirements
of the ritual action, but to the very
theology of the liturgy in all of its
many dimensions.

The Church of
Saint Gregory the Great
As discussed earlier, the first church
was a stone masonry building in the
European country church style with the
common gothic style typical of the 15th
century. Much of the exterior stone was
obtained from neighborhood quarries
and much of the construction was done
by parishioners. In 1934, the authentic
replica of a European 15th Century
Church was razed to accommodate the
widening of Halstead Avenue. During
1934, the foundations for a new relocated
church were started using stones from the
first church to the extent practical.
Plans for the current church called
for an upper and lower church of
Romanesque architecture. The lower
church was completed in May 1935.
It was not until 1961 that the upper

According to Dr. Denis McNamara
(2009), church architecture properly
belongs in the category of “image,”
since a church is a sacramental building
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church became a reality. During this
intervening period, the parish made
significant investments in building a
school (1953) and a convent (1954).

many of which are still standing, more or
less complete and frequently in use.

Characteristics of the Church of
Saint Gregory the Great

The second church was built in the
tradition of Romanesque architecture. This is
also an architectural style of medieval
Europe, characterized by semi-circular
arches, and evolving into the Gothic style,
characterized by pointed arches, beginning
in the 12th century. Although there is no
consensus for the beginning date of the style,
proposals range from the 6th to the 10th
centuries. Examples can be found across the
continent, making Romanesque architecture
the first pan-European architectural style
since Imperial Roman Architecture.
The Romanesque style in England is more
traditionally referred to as Norman
architecture.

Design of St. Gregory the Great
Church was influenced by the 20th century
Liturgical Movement (1930s–1950s) in the
years before the Second Vatican Council.
This movement, for a renewal of the
liturgy, was characterized by optimistic
hope that the riches of the liturgy could
be opened up more completely for more
people and that the people could be
properly disposed to receive them. The
goal of the movement was the goal of
the liturgy itself: the glorification of God
and the sanctification of God’s people.
The general impression given by
Romanesque architecture, in both
ecclesiastical and secular buildings, is one
of massive solidity and strength. In contrast
with both the preceding Roman and later
Gothic architecture in which the load
bearing structural members are, or appear
to be, columns, pilasters and arches,
Romanesque architecture, in common
with Byzantine architecture, relies upon
its walls for roof support.

Combining features of Western Roman
and Byzantine buildings,
Romanesque architecture is known by
its massive quality, its thick walls, round
arches, sturdy piers, groin vaults, large
towers and decorative arcading. Each
building has clearly defined forms and they
are frequently of very regular, symmetrical
plan so that the overall appearance is one
of simplicity when compared with the
Gothic buildings that were to follow. The
style can be identified right across Europe,
despite regional characteristics and
different materials.

The walls of Saint Gregory’s Church
are of thick stone masonry with few and
comparatively small openings. Interior
walls are mainly masonry and stucco.
Columns and arches at the side aisles
are an important structural feature of
Romanesque architecture. The
Corinthian capitals are essentially round
at the bottom where it sits on a circular

Many Romanesque castles were built
during this period, but they are greatly
outnumbered by churches. The most
significant are the great abbey churches,
39

At St. Gregory’s the nave is roofed
with timber trusses. Such open wooden
roofs are common in the Romanesque
tradition. The sanctuary roof is a barrel
vault roof in which a single arched wood
paneled surface extends from wall to
wall, the length of the sanctuary of the
church. While the eastern end of the
church roof is a gabled wood ceiling
with a circular stained glass window in
the center.
The interior features of the church are
described hereinafter as right side or left
side from the perspective of looking at
the altar from the front entrance.

Left side aisle looking front to back, note
Corinthian capitals, columns and arches.

column and square at the top, where
it supports the arch. This form of capital
was maintained in the general proportions
and outline of the Romanesque capital.
Arches in Romanesque architecture are
semicircular.
The side windows are proportionally
tall and narrow and are surmounted
by solid stone arches. The front entrance
doorways are set into a large porch
recess and surmounted by a
semi-circular "lunette" with stained
glass and decorative carving.
Nave wood trusses.
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ordinary tasks of employment and raising
a family. Pope Benedict XVI reminds us
that in the tabernacle, God’s presence
really dwells with us, “in the humblest
parish church no less than the grandest
cathedral.” The tabernacle gives the
church its “glowing heart,” the almost
tangible knowledge of God’s abiding
presence in the reserved Eucharist, which
is worthy of private prayer and adoration.

Sanctuary
The main emphasis of the sanctuary is
on the altar as the first thing seen upon
entering the church from the front
entrance. Some of the principal features
of the sanctuary include:

Baldachino
The baldachino is the ornamented
canopy supported by columns covering
the tabernacle.

Tabernacle and support table.

Tabernacle
The tabernacle is the place where the
Most Blessed Sacrament is reserved. It’s
location in the sanctuary is a place that is
truly noble, prominent, readily visible and
suitable for private prayer. Here is the
golden box of the Old Testament’s Ark of
the Covenant. God’s presence abides
with us even as it dwells within each and
every Christian who takes that presence
out to the world in evangelization, caring
for the sick, the homeless, and even in the

Baldachino
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Reredos
The wall behind the tabernacle has a
decorative wood panel (reredos) with
the image of a dove representing the
Holy Spirit. The wall behind the reredos is
a mural symbolizing the tree of life in the
Garden of Eden.

Altar
The altar is the table around which
the congregation gathers to worship
God. On the altar, the sacrifice of
Calvary is made present during the
Eucharistic Prayer when ordinary bread
and wine becomes the body, blood,
soul, and divinity of Jesus Christ. The
altar is the glorified table of our future
heavenly banquet as well as a symbol
of Christ himself. The altar has a
suspended crucifix above.

Reredos

Crucifix
The crucifix is suspended directly above
the altar. At the four points of the cross are
gold symbols representing the four evangelists: Matthew; Mark; Luke; and, John.

New Celebrant Chairs
New celebrant and co-celebrant
chairs have been commissioned for the
occasion of the church’s centennial
year. These will be blessed at the
closing Centennial Year Mass.

Cantor’s Lectern
(on the right of the altar)

Altar
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Ambo

(on the left of the altar)

The origins of the ambo trace back
to the early Church where it was set
apart and reserved for the public
proclamation of the scriptures and
the subsequent preaching on those
readings. An ambo, then, is more
than a lectern or pulpit; it is not only
functional, but something of a
“sanctuary” for the word of God. It is
also a sign, to those who see it, that
something important happens within it.
Although it dropped out of use in the
course of the Church’s history to be
replaced primarily by a preaching
pulpit, in the years before the Second
Vatican Council, the proper ambo was
revived and the term came back into
use. To say “ambo” is to use the very
language of active participation in the
public proclamation of scripture that
the Second Vatican Council desired.

The Baptismal Font

Mural symbolizing the tree of life in the Garden of Eden.

Ambro

(between the Cantor’s lectern and the
Sacred Heart Chapel)
The octagonal shape of the
baptismal font connects to a
longstanding tradition of symbolizing
the “eighth day,” the day after God’s
seventh day of creation, signifying the
eternal rest of the glorified paradise of
heaven. This is where infants and adult
catechumens receive the sacrament of
baptism, the first step in the sacraments
of initiation into the Church.
Baptismal Font
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The Sacred Heart Chapel
The right side chapel is dedicated
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. When
entering the chapel the first statue seen
is the Sacred Heart. On the right side
wall, spaced between the stained glass
windows, is a beautiful wall mounted
mosaic of the Divine Mercy. A wall
mounted ambry for storage of the
sacred oils is also affixed here.
On each side of the chapel entrance
are wood carved statues of Saint Pio of
Pietrelcina and Saint Jude. Near the
entrance steps is a statute of Saint
Anthony of Padua.
Mosaic of the Divine Mercy.
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Ambry of Holy Oils

Saint Jude Thaddaeus

Saint Pio of Pietrelcina

Saint Anthony of Padua.
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The Shrine of the Blessed Virgin Mary
The shrine dedicated to the Blessed Mother is located to the left of the sanctuary.
It has a beautiful marble back wall against which the statue stands out.
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Church Facades and External
Decoration
Romanesque church facades,
generally to the west end of the
building, are usually symmetrical as is
St. Gregory’s. It has a large central
portal made significant by its porch
and a single central ocular window.
The common decorative feature is
arcading.
Churches like St. Gregory’s often
have a single tower which is usually
placed to the western end. It appears
from early sketches of the proposed
second church that the reconciliation
room on the right side of the entrance
portal is the base of a single square
tower proposed in the original design.
This feature may have been abandoned
due to cost considerations.

Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe

The large wall surfaces and plain,
curving vaults of the Romanesque period
lent themselves to mural decoration.
Unfortunately, many of these early wall
paintings have been destroyed by
dampness or the walls have been
re-plastered and painted over in some
churches. During the recent interior
church renovation at Saint Gregory’s,
the large wall mural behind the
tabernacle was cleaned but not
re-plastered or painted over because
of its uniqueness and complement to
the rest of the sanctuary. Similarly, all
the masonry walls were cleaned in
order to maintain their original finish.

Side of church facing Bradway
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Stained Glass Windows
The term stained glass refers to colored glass. The glass is generally colored by
adding metallic salts during its manufacture. The colored glass is crafted into stained
glass windows in which small pieces of glass are arranged to form patterns or pictures.
The pieces are held together by strips of lead and supported by a rigid frame. The term
stained glass is also applied to windows in which the colors have been painted onto
the glass and then fused to the glass in a kiln. Stained glass, as an art and a craft, requires
the artistic skill to conceive an appropriate and workable design, and the engineering
skills to assemble the piece. A window must fit snugly into the space for which it was
made, must resist wind and rain, and also, especially in the larger windows, must support
its own weight. The windows of Saint Gregory the Great Church have withstood the test
of time and remain substantially intact since original installation in 1961.
The design of the stained glass windows for St. Gregory’s are figurative representations
of saints or patrons of importance to the Universal Church and in particular to the
Church in America. These windows clearly lend a special air of beauty and light to
our church. In order to get to know the story of each image and the lessons we can
learn from these works of art, a brief description of each window is presented below.
The stained glass windows in Saint Gregory’s Church are a form of liturgical art
grouped with common themes. This can be seen in the groupings described below.

The Sanctuary Windows
In the upper walls of the sanctuary, there are eight windows, four on each side wall.
On the left side, we find images of Saints Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, the four

Left side Sanctuary windows
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evangelists. On the right side, we see images of Saints Peter, Paul, James, and Jude,
some of the earliest leaders of the Church.

Right side Sanctuary windows

The Sacred Heart Chapel Windows
On the right is the Sacred Heart Chapel where there are three windows depicting
Saint Gertrude, Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque viewing the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and
Saint Jean Edues. Saint Gertrude was characterized by great devotion to the Sacred
Humanity of Our Lord in His Passion and in the Blessed Eucharist. Saint Margaret Mary and
Saint Jean Eudes are called “Saints of the Sacred Heart” for advancing devotion to the
Sacred Heart based on visions of Christ. The Devotion was officially recognized and
approved by Pope Clement XIII in 1765, seventy-five years after Margaret Mary’s death.

Saints of the Sacred Heart
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Contemporary Choir Area Windows
Behind the contemporary choir area are a set of three windows depicting the
Holy Family. From left to right, these stained glass windows depict images of the
Blessed Mother, Child Jesus, and Saint Joseph.

The Holy Family
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Saints by Our Side
Along the side aisle exterior walls there are five sets of paired windows. Each pair
shows a common theme. Beginning on the right side, closest to the sanctuary, we have:

Saint Sylvia
(Mother of Saint Gregory the Great)

Saint Monica
(Mother of Saint Augustine)

Saint Agnes and Saint Tarcisius
(Young Roman martyrs)
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Saint Augustine
Saint Thomas Aquinas

Saint Vincent de Paul
Saint Don Bosco

(Theologians and Doctors of the Church)

(Saints of charity)

Saint Therese of Lisieux
Saint Rose of Lima
(Short, inspirational lives of piety and
love of Jesus)
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Beginning on the left side,
closest to the sanctuary, we have:

Saint Raphael
Saint Michael
(Archangels)

Saint Edward the Confessor
Saint Patrick

Saint John Vianney and Saint Pius X
(Patrons and Teachers about Priestly Life
and Eucharist)

(Saints of Britain and Ireland)
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Saint Kateri Tekakwithia
Saint Issac Jogues

Saint Dominic Savio
Saint Maria Goretti

(Saints of North American and the
Mission to the Native People)

(19th century examples of strong faith
and purity for young people)

Among the saints represented in
stained glass windows or statues at Saint
Gregory’s Church, we have images of five
Doctors of the Church: Saints Augustine,
Gregory the Great, Thomas Aquinas,
Teresa of Avila, and Therese of Lisieux.

Aquinas was accorded the distinctions
Doctor Angelicus and Doctor Communis
for his purity of life and for clarity of
thought that seemingly stretched
beyond the confines of the human
intellect.

While all saints are exceptionally holy,
popes bestow the honorary title Doctor
of the Church to saints of exceptional
wisdom and learning who have had a
monumental theological or doctrinal
impact on the Church. To date, there
are only thirty-three Doctors – thirty men
and three women. Saints Ambose,
Jerome, Augustine, and Gregory the
Great were the first four. Saint Thomas

In September 1970, Pope Paul VI
named Teresa of Avila the first woman
Doctor of the Church. One week later,
he named Catherine of Siena a Doctor.
The most recent saint, male or female, to
be named a Doctor is Therese of Lisieux.
Pope John Paul II designated her in 1997,
and she was the only saint he named a
Doctor.
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Circular Window in Choir Loft
This window is subdivided in the form of
a cross. At the center, the Latin symbols
“IC, XC, NI, KA” translate as “Jesus Christ
Conquers.” Four circular crest images are
placed within the larger circle. While the
precise intention of the artist has not been
verified, we can infer from the content of
these four images that the crests represent
bishops having significance to our church.
The two upper images represent popes.
The two lower images represent Archbishops
of New York. The upper left crest appears to

represent Pope Saint Gregory the Great, our
patron. The upper right image is a Papel
Crest. We are confident that the lower left
image is Cardinal Francis Spellman’s crest.
Cardinal Spellman was Archbishop of New
York at the time of dedication of the upper
church in 1961. The lower right image appears to be the crest of Michael Augustine
Corrigan, Archbishop of New York at the
time of incorporation of the Mission Church
of St. Gregory the Great in 1900.
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Stations of the Cross
Along the right, rear and left side
walls are Stations of the Cross which
are raised relief masonry images with
inlaid blue tile background.
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Reconciliation Room
In the right rear Reconciliation Room there are two stained glass images. On the left is an
image of child Jesus’ Presentation in the Temple. On the right is an image of Jesus’ baptism
by John the Baptist.

Reconciliation room stained glass windows.

Former Baptisary entrance, now room of
Reconciliation, right side of vestibule.

A Sacramental Building
Saint Gregory the Great Church is a sacramental building. The church building,
with its liturgical arts, speaks to us in a way that nothing else can. Since this is the place
of reservation of our Lord Jesus Christ, we should always enter this building with a sense
of reverence and respect.
The beauty of Saint Gregory’s Church is a testament to the dedication and
stewardship of the generations who went before us. It is for present and future
generations of parishioners to appreciate the significance and importance of this
building to our spiritual lives. We, the present stewards, must maintain and care for
this magnificent place of worship for all those who seek the welcoming Christ in
their lives.
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This beautiful gold chalice for Eucharistic celebration belongs
to Saint Gregory’s Church and was on display at the reception
following Mass celebrating the opening of Our Centennial Year.
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of Saint Gregory the Great
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A Brief Biography of
Saint Gregory the Great

in all Rome. He must have gone through
legal training as well, because his rank and
prospects pointed him out naturally for a
public career. He doubtless held some of
the subordinate offices wherein a young
patrician embarked on public life. He
must have acquitted himself well, since
Gregory was appointed by Emperor
Justin the Younger as the Chief Magistrate
of Rome even though he was only
thirty-four years of age.

Gregory is one of the most notable
figures in Ecclesiastical History. He has
exercised momentous influence on the
doctrine, the organization, and the
discipline of the Catholic Church.
Saint Gregory was born in Rome about
the year 540. He was the son of Gordianus,
a wealthy patrician, who owned large
estates in Sicily and a mansion on the
Caelian Hill in Rome, the ruins of which still
await excavation beneath the Church of St.
Andrew and St. Gregory. His mother,
St. Silvia, was a native of Sicily. They had
two sons Gregory and another whose name
has not survived the ages. Two of Gregory’s
paternal aunts, Tarsilla and Emiliana, were
also declared saints. It has been said that
his education was that of a saint among
saints. He loved to meditate on the
Scriptures and to listen attentively to the
conversations of his elders. He was
devoted to God from his youth.

After the death of his father, Gregory
went into a long period of prayer and
inner struggle. He decided around 574 to
abandon everything to become a monk.
Once this decision was taken, he devoted
himself to the work and austerities of his
new life with all the natural energy of his
character. His Sicilian estates were given
up to found six monasteries and his home
on the Caelian Hill in Rome was converted into another monastery under the
patronage of St. Andrew. For about three
years he lived in the Benedictine
Monastery of St. Andrew. Here he himself
assumed the monastic habit in 575, at the
age of thirty-five. His mother, Silva, retired
to a solitary and quasi-monastic life in a
little abode near the Church of St. Saba
on the Aventine. It became her custom
to send fresh vegetables to her son on a
silver platter. One day, when Gregory
found himself with nothing to give a poor
beggar, he presented him with the platter.
He referred to this period as the happiest
in his life. His great austerities during this
time probably caused the poor health
from which he constantly suffered in
later life.

The religious atmosphere of his home
was not the least of his educational
influences. Young Gregory was
undoubtedly influenced by the tumultuous
events of this time. Between the years
546 and 552, Rome was first captured
by the Goths and then abandoned by
them. Next it was garrisoned by Belisarius,
and again besieged by the Goths,
who took it again.
Nonetheless, Gregory excelled in
grammar, rhetoric and dialectic. He was
so skillful as to be thought second to none
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Gregory was soon drawn out of his
seclusion, when in 578, the pope ordained
him, much against his will, as one of the
seven deacons of Rome. The period was
one of acute crisis. The Lombards were
advancing rapidly toward the city, and
the only chance of safety seemed to be
in obtaining help from Emperor Tiberius at
Byzantium. Pope Pelagius II accordingly
dispatched a special embassy to Tiberius
and sent Gregory along with it as his
permanent ambassador to the Court of
Byzantium. This appointment was made
in 579 and it lasted for about six years.

the risen bodies of the elect would be
“impalpable … more light than air.”
Gregory objected and emphasized the
palpability of Christ’s risen body. The
dispute became prolonged and bitter.
At length, the emperor intervened. He
summoned them both to a private
audience where they argued their views.
The emperor decided that Gregory was
in the right and ordered Eulychius’ book to
be burned. The strain of the struggle had
been so great that both fell ill. Gregory
recovered but the patriarch succumbed,
recanting his error on his death bed.

Nothing
As far as
“The
proof
of
love
is
in
the
works.
could have
obtaining
Where love exists, it works great things.”
been less
help for Rome,
congenial to
St. Gregory the Great, 585 A.D. Gregory’s
Gregory than
stay in
the worldly atmosphere of the Byzantine
Constantinople was a failure. However, his
court. To counteract its dangerous
period as ambassador taught him a lesson
influence, Gregory followed the monastic
which was to bear great fruit later.
life so far as circumstance permitted. This
It became clear that Rome could no
was made easier by the fact that several
longer expect any help from Byzantium.
brethren from St. Andrew’s accompanied
If Rome were to be saved at all, it would
him to Constantinople. With them, he
only be by vigorous independent action
prayed and studied the Scriptures. One
of the powers on the scene. This realizaresult of this period remains his Morals, or
tion would inform Gregory’s later actions
series of lectures on the Book of Job.
with all its momentous consequences.
It was composed at the request of
About the year 586, he was recalled to
St. Leander of Seville, whose
Rome. With the greatest joy he returned
acquaintance Gregory made during
to St. Andrews and became abbot soon
his stay in Constantinople.
afterwards. The monastery grew famous
Much attention was attracted to
under his rule, producing many monks who
Gregory by his controversy with Eutychius,
won renown. Gregory gave most of this
Patriarch of Constantinople, concerning
time to lecturing on the Holy Scriptures.
the Resurrection. Eutychius had published
Eventually, he became the chief advisor
a treatise on the subject, maintaining that
and assistant of Pope Pelagius II.
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In this capacity, Gregory wrote several
important letters to the various churches.

bodily sufferings and innumerable labors,
he found time to compose a great
number of works. He is known above all
for his magnificent contributions to the
liturgy of the Mass and the Divine Office.

The year 589 was one of widespread
disaster throughout the empire. In Italy,
the Tiber River overflowed its banks. The
inundation carried away farms, houses,
and numerous buildings, among them
the granaries of the Church with all the
store of corn. Pestilence followed on the
floods, and Rome became a city of the
dead. Business was at a standstill and the
streets were deserted. Then in early 590,
as if to fill the cup of misery to the brim,
Pelagius II died. The choice of successor
lay with the clergy and the people of
Rome. Without any hesitation they
unanimously elected Gregory, Abbot of
St. Andrews. In spite of their unanimity,
Gregory shrank from the dignity of the
office. No doubt he realized that
acceptance meant a final good-by to
the cloistered life he loved. He ultimately
accepted and thus began those labors
which have merited him the title of Great.

At the outset of this pontificate,
Gregory published his Liber Pastorallis
Curae, the Book of Pastoral Care, on the
office of a bishop in which he laid down
the role he considered his duty to follow.
This document is the key to Gregory’s life
as pope, for what he preached he
practiced. It remained for centuries the
textbook of the Catholic episcopate.
Gregory was not a man of profound
learning, or a philosopher, or a
conversationalist. He was a trained
Roman lawyer and administrator, a monk,
a missionary, a preacher, and a leader
of men. His great claim to remembrance
lies in the fact that he is the real father
of the medieval papacy.
With regard to things spiritual, he
impressed upon men’s minds that the
See of Peter was the one supreme,
decisive authority in the Catholic Church.
During his pontificate, he established
close relations between the Church of
Rome and those of Spain, Gaul, Africa,
and Illyricum. His influence in Britain was
such that he is justly called the Apostle of
the English. In the eastern churches too,
the papal authority was exercised with a

Fourteen years of life remained to
Gregory, who was pope from 590 to 604.
Into these years he crowded work enough
to have exhausted the energies of a
lifetime. What makes his achievements
more amazing was his constant ill health.
His zeal extended over the entire known
world. He was in contact with all the
Churches of Christendom. In spite of his

Gregory is one of the most notable figures in Ecclesiastical History.
He has exercised momentous influence on the doctrine, the organization,
and the discipline of the Catholic Church.
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frequency |unusual before this time.
Even the Patriarch of Alexandria
submitted to the pope’s “command”.
The system of appeals to Rome was firmly
established. The pope is found to veto or
confirm the decrees of synods, to annul
the decisions of patriarchs, and inflict
punishment on ecclesiastical dignitaries
precisely as he thinks fit. Gregory
claimed for the Apostolic See (which is
the head of all Churches), and for himself
as pope, a primacy not only of honor but
of supreme authority or jurisdiction over
the Church Universal.

to a great extent, the compendium
theologiae, or textbook, of the
Middle Ages.
St. Gregory the Great is one of the
four great Doctors of the Church. He
died March 12, 604. He was initially
entombed in front of the sacristy in the
portico of St. Peter’s Basilica. Since
then his relics have been moved several
times. The most recent relocation was
by Pope Paul V in 1606, when they were
placed in the chapel of Clement V near
the entrance of the modern sacristy.
There is some evidence that a portion of
the relics were taken to Soissous, France,
in the year 826. There are many miracles
attributed to Saint Gregory’s intercession.

His work regarding the temporal
position of the Church was also
significant. Seizing the opportunity
which circumstances offered, he made
himself in Italy a power stronger than the
emperor, and established a political
influence which dominated the
peninsula for centuries. Gregory was
credited with securing a lasting peace
with the invading Lombards. From this
time forth, the varied populations of Italy
looked to the pope for guidance, and
Rome as the papal capital continued to
be the center of the Christian world.
Gregory’s work as a theologian and
Doctor of the Church is less notable. He
did not introduce new developments,
new methods, and new solutions to
difficult problems. In the history of
dogmatic development, he is, however,
important for summing up the teachings
of the earlier Fathers and consolidating it
into a harmonious whole. It was
because of this that his writings became

Prayer
God, You look upon Your
people with compassion and
rule them with love.
Through the intercession
of Pope Saint Gregory the
Great, give wisdom to the
leaders of Your Church.
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Saint Ann and child Mary , left side of vestibule.
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Closing Thoughts
The conditions of modern society
require the Church to seek new ways
to bring the Christian message to the
people of our time. It is only through
the message of the Gospel and an
understanding of our Catholic faith
traditions that we can find answers to
our questions and the inspiration to
carry on with our duties to God and
to our neighbors.

Our spiritual heritage is both comforting
and challenging. By looking at the past,
we gain confidence to respond to Christ’s
call to witness to Him and His Church.
Today we take our turn being servants,
pilgrims, and bearers of the Good News.
We do so with faith that the future of our
Parish will fulfill Christ’s promise.
The Church of Saint Gregory the
Great has already borne much fruit
through the work of its priests and the
through the work of the laity who have
served in various ministries, councils,
and committees. Several parishioners
have gone on to dedicate their life to
God and the Church by entering the
priesthood and religious life.
These include:

By trusting in God and living by God’s
laws, generations of faithful parishioners
have ensured that our parish serves the
people of Harrison and the surrounding
community. We pray that future
generations will continue to be an
active, vibrant community and a light
to others.

Father Donald Johnston
- ordained in the Archdiocese
of New York in 1955;

Father Michael J. Agliardo, S.J.
- ordained in the Archdiocese
of New York in 1994;

Father Daniel D’Alliessi
- ordained in the Archdiocese
of New York in 2004;

Sister Katherine Siegel
- professed perpetual vows in
the Franciscan Sisters of the
Sacred Heart in 2008;

Sister Lucy Marie Vasile
- professed vows with the
Sisters of Life in 1991.
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Saint Gregory the Great
Pope and Doctor of the Church
Patron of Teachers
(540-604)
Feast Day September 3

Centennial Prayer
Father in Heaven, we humbly ask your blessing upon
this our parish of Saint Gregory the Great as we
celebrate the 100th anniversary of our founding.
Strengthen our faith which mirrors that of our
forbearers who established this parish at great
personal sacrifice.
Nourish our hope, as we place our trust
in your mercy and faithfulness.
Increase our love that we may reflect
your goodness to all that we encounter.
As St. Gregory the Great spent his life in the
mission of building up Your Church and the
faith of its people, grant that we may follow
his example in the path You give each of
us to travel in life.
Allow us to be your faithful servants in all that we
do. Please continue to bless us and our families
as we live our Catholic faith at St. Gregory’s.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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